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HUSKY ATHLETICS

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON DEPARTMENT OF INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETICS

Athletic Communications Main Office Phone .................................................................................................(206) 543-2230
Athletic Communications Fax.............................................................................................................................(206) 543-5000
Athletic Department Front Desk.........................................................................................................................(206) 543-2210

MAILING ADDRESS
Box 354070
Seattle, WA 98195-4070

OVERNIGHT ADDRESS
227 Graves Hall
Seattle, WA 98195-4070

GPS/PHYSICAL ADDRESS
3910 Montlake Blvd
Seattle, WA 98195-4070

Q U I C K  F A C T S
Location:...................................................... Seattle, Wash.
Founded:........................................................... Nov. 4, 1861
Enrollment:....................... 42,000 (31,474 undergraduate)
Nickname:............................................................... Huskies
Colors:........................................................... Purple & Gold
Conference:........................................................ Pacific-10
President:................................................ Dr. Mark Emmert
Athletic Director:...................................Scott Woodward
Website:..........................................www.GoHuskies.com
Media Relations (Softball):...................Rosie Leutzinger
Office Phone:............................................... (206) 685-3119
Cell Phone:................................................... (206) 406-2007
Email:........................... rleutzinger@ica.washington.edu
Fax:................................................................ (206) 543-5000
Home Facility:................ Husky Softball Stadium (1,500)
Press Box Phone:....................................... (206) 616-6936
Head Coach:...................Heather Tarr (Washington, ‘97)
Tarr Record at UW:..........................142-91-1 (4 seasons)
Tarr Career Record:.........................142-91-1 (4 seasons)
Email:.........................................htarr@u.washington.edu
Assistant Coach:..................................... Gina Carbonatto
Phone:........................................................... (206) 543-5872
Email:........................ gcarbonatto@ica.washington.edu
Assistant Coach:..........................................Lance Glasoe
Phone:........................................................... (206) 616-8618
Email:.....................................lglasoe@u.washington.edu
Volunteer Assistant:......................................J.T. D’Amico
Letterwinners Returning/Lost:................................... 13/4
Starters Returning/Lost:................................................ 8/1
Pitchers Returning/Lost:................................................ 1/2
Newcomers:....................................................................... 5
2008 Overall Record:........ 30-25-1 (7-14 Pac-10, 5th-tie)
Postseason:....................................2-2 (NCAA Regionals)
Final NFCA Ranking:............................... Received Votes
Inaugural Season:.......................................... 1993 (31-27)
All-Time Record:................................................. 714-308-2
Conference Championships:......................2 (1996, 2000)
NCAA Appearances:.................................. 15 (1994-2008)
College World Series Apps.:.............8 (1996-2000, 2003, 
	 2004, 2007)
Best Finish:............................................... 2nd (1996, 1999)



HUSKIES EXECUTIVE STAFF

The latest, official information on 2009 Washington Husky Softball, including 
game times, schedules, statistics, rosters, bios, videos, press conferences 
and quotes, can be found at www.GoHuskies.com.

Home games take place at Husky Softball Stadium. To order tickets, visit 
www.GoHuskies.com or call 206 543-2200. For latest game times, call 206 
543-TIME.
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Danielle Lawrie
5-7 • Jr. • P

Langley, B.C.

Dani Stuart
5-2 • Sr. • 3B

Centralia, Wash.

Marnie Koziol
5-8 • Sr. • OF

Renton, Wash.

2 Niki Williams
5-9 • Fr. • IF

Mission Viejo, Calif.

Kimi Pohlman
5-8 • Fr. • OF

Sammamish, Wash.

Amanda Fleischman
5-10 • Jr. • UT

Woodinville, Wash.

Alicia Blake
5-9 • Sr. • C

Olympia, Wash.

Jenna Clifton
5-6 • Fr. • OF/UT
Glendale, Ariz.

Jessica Ventoza
5-6 • Sr. • IF

Seattle, Wash.

Ashley Charters
5-9 • Sr. • IF

Beaverton, Ore.

Morgan Stuart
5-8 • So. • SS

Riverside, Calif.

Taylor Smith
5-9 • Fr. • C/OF

Olympia, Wash.

Heather Tarr
Head Coach 

(5th year)

Gina Carbonatto
Assistant Coach

(1st year)

Lance Glasoe
Assistant Coach

(1st year)

J.T. D’Amico
Volunteer Assistant Coach

(1st year)

HUSKIES AT A GLANCE

1 3 4 5

6 1110 12 14

15 18

Ashlyn Watson
5-7 • Sr. • 1B

Garden Grove, Calif.

Lauren Greer
5-9 • Sr. • OF 

Placentia, Calif.

Alyson McWherter
5-5 • Jr. • OF

Lakewood, Wash.

Ashley Tuiasosopo
5-8 • So. • OF

Woodinville, Wash.

Bailey Stenson
5-4 • Jr. • OF

Auburn, Wash.

Felecia Harris
5-10 • Fr. • P/1B

Kent, Wash.

2019 21

22 25 44

Dru Hester
Student Assistant

(1st year)
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2009 ROSTER

	 NO.	 NAME	 P	 B/T	 HT	 CL	 EXP	 HOMETOWN (HIGH SCHOOL / LAST SCHOOL)

	 1	 Dani Stuart	 3B	 R/R	 5-2	 SR	 2V	 Centralia, Wash. (Centralia/Syracuse)

	 2	 Marnie Koziol	 OF	 L/R	 5-8	 SR	 3V	 Renton, Wash. (Liberty)

	 3	 Niki Williams	 IF	 R/R	 5-9	 FR	 HS	 Mission Viejo, Calif. (El Toro)

	 4	 Kimi Pohlman	 OF	 L/L	 5-8	 FR	 HS	 Sammamish, Wash. (The Bear Creek School)

	 5	 Amanda Fleischman	 UTL	 L/R	 5-10	 JR	 2V	 Woodinville, Wash. (Woodinville)

	 6	 Taylor Smith	 C/OF	 R/R	 5-9	 FR	 HS	 Olympia, Wash. (Timberline)

	 10	 Jessica Ventoza	 IF	 L/R	 5-6	 SR	 1V	 Seattle, Wash. (Seattle Christian/Western Nebraska CC)

	 11	 Ashley Charters	 IF	 L/R	 5-9	 SR*	 3V	 Beaverton, Ore. (Southridge)

	 12	 Alicia Blake	 C	 L/L	 5-9	 SR	 3V	 Olympia, Wash. (Yelm)

	 14	 Jenna Clifton	 OF/UT	 R/R	 5-6	 FR	 HS	 Glendale, Ariz. (Northwest Christian School)

	 15	 Danielle Lawrie	 P	 R/R	 5-7	 JR*	 2V	 Langley, British Columbia (Brookswood Secondary)	 	

	 18	 Morgan Stuart	 SS	 R/R	 5-8	 SO	 1V	 Riverside, Calif. (Riverside Poly)

	 19	 Ashley Tuiasosopo	 OF	 R/R	 5-8	 SO	 1V	 Woodinville, Wash. (Woodinville)

	 20	 Bailey Stenson	 OF	 L/R	 5-4	 JR	 2V	 Auburn, Wash. (Auburn)

	 21	 Lauren Greer	 OF	 L/L	 5-9	 SR*	 3V	 Placentia, Calif. (Mater Dei)

	 22	 Alyson McWherter	 OF	 R/R	 5-5	 JR	 2V	 Lakewood, Wash. (Lakes)

	 25	 Ashlyn Watson	 1B	 R/R	 5-7	 SR	 3V	 Garden Grove, Calif. (Pacifica)

	 44	 Felecia Harris	 P/1B	 R/R	 5-10	 FR	 HS	 Kent, Wash. (Kentlake)	 	
	

	 *Has utilized redshirt
	 Head Coach: Heather Tarr (5th season)	

	 Assistant Coaches: Gina Carbonatto (1st season), Lance Glasoe (1st season)

	 Volunteer Assistant: J.T. D’Amico (1st season)	

	 Student Assistant: Dru Hester (1st season)

Pronunciation Guide

Seniors (7)  
Alicia Blake
Ashley Charters
Lauren Greer
Marnie Koziol
Dani Stuart
Jessica Ventoza
Ashlyn Watson

Juniors (4)   
Amanda Fleischman
Danielle Lawrie
Alyson McWherter
Bailey Stenson

Sophomores (2)  
Morgan Stuart
Ashley Tuiasosopo

Freshmen (5)  
Jenna Clifton
Felecia Harris
Kimi Pohlman
Taylor Smith
Niki Williams

Breakdown By Class Alphabetical Roster

12	 Alicia Blake	

11	 Ashley Charters	

14	 Jenna Clifton	

5		 Amanda Fleischman	

21	 Lauren Greer	

44	 Felecia Harris	

2		 Marnie Koziol	

15	 Danielle Lawrie	

22	 Alyson McWherter

4	 Kimi Pohlman	

6	 Taylor Smith	

20	 Bailey Stenson	

1	 Dani Stuart	

18	 Morgan Stuart	

19	 Ashley Tuiasosopo	

10	 Jessica Ventoza	

25	 Ashlyn Watson	

3	 Niki Williams

Alicia Blake..............................................uh-LEE-sha	

Marnie Koziol.........................................COH-zee-uhl

Amanda Fleischman................................ FLY-shmen	

Danielle Lawrie.............................................. LOR-ee

Lance Glasoe.............................................GLASS-oh	

Ashley Tuiasosopo................. two-EE-ah-so-SO-po 

Felecia Harris.........................................fuh-LEE-sha

Numerical Roster
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SCHEDULE/MEDIA INFORMATION

2009 SCHEDULE

Date	 Opponent	 Location	 Time
RED DESERT CLASSIC
2/6	 Tennessee 	 St. George, Utah	 Noon
2/6	 BYU	 St. George, Utah	 2:30 p.m.
2/7	 Southern Utah	 St. George, Utah	 10 a.m.
2/7	 Loyola Marymount	 St. George, Utah	 12:30 p.m.
2/8	 Utah	 St. George, Utah	 10 a.m. 
Campbell Cartier Classic
2/13	 UC-Santa Barbara	 San Diego, Calif.	 9 a.m.
2/13	 Utah State	 San Diego, Calif.	 2 p.m.
2/14	 San Diego State	 San Diego, Calif.	 7 p.m.
2/15	 Long Beach State	 San Diego, Calif.	 11:30 a.m.
Cathedral City Classic	
2/20	 Long Island	 Palm Springs, Calif.	 10:30 a.m.
2/20	 Florida	 Palm Springs, Calif.	 5:30 p.m.
2/21	 Mississippi	 Palm Springs, Calif.	 6 p.m.
2/22	 Nebraska	 Palm Springs, Calif.	 10 a.m.
2/22	 Ohio State	 Palm Springs, Calif.	 Noon
Husky Softball Classic
2/27	 Portland State vs. Seattle	 Seattle, Wash.	 Noon
2/27	 Seattle	 Seattle, Wash.	 3 p.m.
2/28	 Seattle vs. Boise State	 Seattle, Wash.	 10 a.m.
2/28	 Boise State vs. Portland State	 Seattle, Wash.	 12:30 p.m.
2/28	 Portland State	 Seattle, Wash.	 3 p.m.
3/1	 Boise State vs. Seattle	 Seattle, Wash.	 10 a.m.
3/1	 Portland State	 Seattle, Wash.	 12:30 p.m.
3/1	 Boise State	 Seattle, Wash.	 2:30 p.m.
Easton SEC/Pac-10/Big 12 Challenge
3/6	 Baylor	 Tuscaloosa, Ala.	 11 a.m.
3/6	 @Alabama	 Tuscaloosa, Ala.	 4 p.m.
3/7	 Georgia	 Tuscaloosa, Ala.	 9 a.m.
3/7	 @Alabama	 Tuscaloosa, Ala.	 11:30 a.m.
3/8	 Georgia	 Tuscaloosa, Ala.	 9 a.m.
Judi Garman Classic
3/12	 Florida State	 Fullerton, Calif.	 11 a.m.
3/13	 Penn State	 Fullerton, Calif.	 3:30 p.m.
3/13	 Michigan	 Fullerton, Calif.	 7:30 p.m.
3/14	 Fresno State	 Fullerton, Calif.	 5:30 p.m.
3/15	 Cal-State Fullerton	 Fullerton, Calif.	 3:30 p.m.
3/21	 New Mexico (DH)	 Seattle, Wash.	 Noon
3/22	 New Mexico	 Seattle, Wash.	 Noon
3/27	 @California*	 Berkeley, Calif.	 3 p.m.
3/28	 @Stanford*	 Palo Alto Calif.	 1 p.m.
3/29	 @Stanford*	 Palo Alto, Calif.	 Noon
4/3	 Arizona*	 Seattle, Wash.	 1 p.m.
4/4	 Arizona State*	 Seattle, Wash.	 3 p.m.
4/5	 Arizona State*	 Seattle, Wash.	 Noon
4/10	 @UCLA*	 Los Angeles, Calif.	 1 p.m.
4/11	 @UCLA*	 Los Angeles, Calif.	 1 p.m.
4/17	 @Oregon*	 Eugene, Ore.	 4 p.m.
4/18	 @Oregon State*	 Corvallis, Ore.	 1 p.m.
4/19	 @Oregon State*	 Corvallis, Ore.	 Noon
4/24	 @Arizona State*	 Tempe, Ariz.	 7 p.m.
4/25	 @Arizona*	 Tucson, Ariz.	 7 p.m.
4/26	 @Arizona*	 Tucson, Ariz.	 Noon
4/29	 UCLA*	 Seattle, Wash.	 1 p.m.
5/1	 Oregon State*	 Seattle, Wash.	 1 p.m.
5/2	 Oregon*	 Seattle, Wash.	 3 p.m.
5/3	 Oregon*	 Seattle, Wash.	 Noon
5/7	 Stanford*	 Seattle, Wash.	 1 p.m.
5/8	 California*	 Seattle, Wash.	 3 p.m.
5/9	 California*	 Seattle, Wash.	 Noon
5/15-17	 NCAA Regionals	 TBA	 TBA
5/22-24	 NCAA Super Regionals	 TBA	 TBA
5/28-31	 NCAA World Series	 Oklahoma City, Okla.	 TBA

*Indicates Pac-10 Conference Game	 All Times Pacific
Bold indicates home game	 (DH) Indicates Doubleheader

Huskies On The Airwaves 
KKNW AM-1150, through rights-holder 
Washington ISP Sports Network, will 
carry 10 Husky softball games during 
the regular season and will carry all 
postseason games. 

Longtime baseball play-by-play man 
Mike Brown returns for his 11th season 
behind the microphone, while John 
Cowley delivers color commentary for 
his seventh season with the Dawgs. All 

games will air live on KKNW, and are also available over the internet at www.
GoHuskies.com or www.newschannel1150.com. Broadcast schedule subject to 
change. If facilities allow, all other Husky softball games will be broadcast live 
on www.GoHuskies.com with softball media relations contact Rosie Leutzinger 
calling the play-by-play.

KKNW AM-1150 Broadcast Schedule
Date	 Opponent	 Location	 Time
3/21	 New Mexico	 Seattle, Wash.	 Noon
3/21	 New Mexico	 Seattle, Wash.	 2 p.m.
3/22	 New Mexico	 Seattle, Wash.	 Noon
4/3	 Arizona	 Seattle, Wash.	 1 p.m.
4/10	 @UCLA	 Los Angeles, Calif.	 1 p.m.
4/11	 @UCLA	 Los Angeles, Calif.	 1 p.m.
4/29	 UCLA	 Seattle, Wash.	 1 p.m.
5/1	 Oregon State	 Seattle, Wash.	 1 p.m.
5/7	 Stanford	 Seattle, Wash.	 1 p.m.
5/8	 California	 Seattle, Wash.	 3 p.m.

Media Requests
All requests for working press, radio, television or photo credentials should be 
directed to the Washington Athletic Communications office at least 24 hours in 
advance. Requests can be made by calling or e-mailing Rosie Leutzinger, the 
softball media relations contact. She can be reached in her office (206-685-3119), 
by cell phone (206-406-2007) or by e-mail (rleutzinger@ica.washington.edu).

All requests for interviews with players and/or coaches must be made via the 
Athletic Communications office, preferably with a 24-hour notice. In most cases, 
players are available for interviews 30 minutes prior to each day’s practice. 
On game days, players and coaches are available approximately 10 minutes 
after the game. Please present any requests to Rosie Leutzinger prior to the 
conclusion of each game.

Weekly Release & Recaps
Washington makes its athletics-related media releases available on it’s website, 
www.GoHuskies.com. The softball weekly release will be posted each week on 
the school’s website in Adobe PDF Format. The release is also available through 
e-mail. Game recaps will be posted online following each contest and can be 
sent via e-mail if requested.

Any members of the media interested in having the weekly release and game 
recaps e-mailed to them should request to be added to the general release/recap 
list by e-mailing softball media relations contact Rosie Leutzinger at rleutzinger@
ica.washington.edu.

SEASON PREVIEW
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SEASON PREVIEW
Talent, health, experience and hunger. The 2009 Wash-
ington Huskies appear to have all the ingredients for a 
national championship run.

For the first time in her five years as head coach, 
Heather Tarr has a team of players who have spent 
a full four years in her system and know what she ex-
pects and demands. A total of 10 players remain from 
the 2007 squad which reached the NCAA semifinals 
and they have a hunger to get back there and earn the 
one prize that has eluded the Huskies in 16 highly-suc-
cessful years of the program: a National Champion-
ship.

Included in that group of 10 are seven seniors, two 
of which have been with Tarr since her first season 
in 2005 when the team missed the Women’s College 
World Series by one game. The group got over the 
hump in 2007, learning valuable lessons the veterans 
hope to carry on to the eight players who have not yet 
had a taste of Super Regional or World Series suc-
cess.

“This year is kind of the culmination of what we’ve 
been building since I got here. The players know what 
we expect, know what playing here is all about and 
know what it’s like to go to the World Series,” Tarr, 
who has a 142-91-1 record at UW, said. “My first few 
years here, we hadn’t gone to the World Series so we 
had to reiterate to them, ‘This is what it’s like to get 
there.’ In 2007, we were fortunate enough to get there 
so now the leaders know what it’s like. 

“That’s what’s so exciting about this season is our 
team expects to be successful and they expect to go 
to the World Series and they know what it takes to 
get there,” Tarr continued. “The veterans are able to 
pass along to the young players what it takes. They’re 
showing them the way, not necessarily having to tell 
them, but they’re able to model it for the younger play-
ers.”

The Huskies earned their 15th consecutive postsea-
son berth in 2007 without the services of three start-
ers – including two All-Americans – who redshirted 
for various reasons. Two-time All-American infielder 
Ashley Charters had hip surgery prior to the season 
while All-Pac-10 outfielder Lauren Greer had a shoul-
der injury which required surgery 14 games into the 
season. On top of those injuries, the team was already 
missing All-American pitcher Danielle Lawrie, who 
redshirted the 2008 season to play for the Canadian 
National Team in the 2008 Olympic Games. 

With all three players back to full strength, a group of 
10 returning players who had the opportunity to step 
up and earn valuable experience in their absence and 
one of Tarr’s best recruiting classes in her tenure, the 
Huskies look poised to make a run at the national title 
after being at the doorstep in 2007.

“I think our team knows what the big picture is all 
about,” Tarr said. “They understand you have to play 
well in February. Our schedule is tough and they un-
derstand it’s going to prepare us to play well in the 
end. They know how it is to be in an if-game at a re-
gional. They know what Super Regionals are all about. 
We’re going to have experiences playing on the road, 
like when we play in Alabama, where it will be a Re-
gional- or Super Regional-kind of environment. Our 
team understands what October, November, Decem-
ber and January mean to May and that’s a nice thing 
to have.”

THE BATTERY
The most important piece of the puzzle back in place 
for the Huskies in 2009 is junior All-American pitcher 
Danielle Lawrie, who returns after a year of hard work 
preparing for and playing in the 2008 Olympic Games. 
The last time Lawrie was on the mound for the Hus-
kies, she was throwing a no-hitter and a one-hitter in 
back-to-back games to open the 2007 Women’s Col-
lege World Series to put UW one win away from the 
championship series before falling to Pac-10 rival and 
eventual National Champions, Arizona.

After striking out a school-record 457 batters in 2007, 
Lawrie will be back in 2009 on a mission, looking for 
redemption.

“We’re excited for Danielle to come back more ma-
ture and more mentally tough,” Tarr said. “She’s older, 
wiser and more experienced and she’s got a couple 
more things she’s added to her pitching repertoire. 
She’s been working on some things mentally, as well, 
that will help her conserve some energy and be a good 
leader in the circle.”

Lawrie will not have to carry all the pitching load in 
2009, thanks to promising freshman Felecia Harris, 
who has been working hard in the fall to help form a 
1-2 punch with Lawrie.

“Felecia has made the adjustments with her speed 
this fall and has gained probably five miles-per-hour. 
It’s been nice to see her develop,” Tarr said. “The 
more consistent she becomes, the more helpful it will 
be for our team. We look for her to play a major role on 
our pitching staff.”

Another freshman, multi-dimensional Jenna Clifton, 
will also see some time in the circle. Clifton has been 
working with new assistant coach Lance Glasoe to 
build on her natural abilities.

“Jenna has been developing nicely as a No. 3,” Tarr 
commented. “Lance has done a good job of help-
ing her create a good foundation and build on it. Of 
all three pitchers, she probably has the tightest spin. 
That’s something you either have or don’t have. She’s 
a competitive athlete and she fields her position really 
well so we’ll put her in some situations where she’ll be 
able to compete and do some good things.”

With two of the three pitchers having no college expe-
rience, the adjustment will be easier with two veteran 
catchers behind the plate. Senior All-Pac-10 selec-
tion Alicia Blake will carry most of the catching load 
in 2009, coming off the best season of her career in 
which she led the Huskies in batting average, slugging 
percentage and doubles and tied for the team lead in 
home runs. She also led the Pac-10 in runners caught 
stealing, throwing out 16  on the base paths.

“It’s nice to have a veteran in Alicia Blake behind the 
plate for us,” said Tarr. “She’s pretty much caught the 
majority of innings the last couple years but had some 
time off from catching Danielle last year so I think it’ll 
be good for her to get back in groove with her.”
 

Blake will earn some much-needed rest throughout 
the season thanks to utility-player-extraordinaire, 
Amanda Fleischman. The honorable mention All-Pac-
10 selection started all 56 games for the Huskies last 
season at five different positions, including 14 behind 
the plate. 

“Amanda is very versatile and valuable and she’s a 
good leader,” Tarr said. “She’s just a very good athlete 
behind the plate so whether she catches Danielle or 
Felecia or Jenna is yet to be determined.”

THE INFIELD
The infield is anchored by senior two-time All-Ameri-
can Ashley Charters, who will be in the running for 
several national awards. Charters took last year off to 
repair an injured hip after a spectacular 2007 season 
in which she batted .391 and showed her speed and 
power, hitting seven home runs and stealing 36 bases. 
The leadoff hitter also rose to the occasion in crunch 
time, being named to the Women’s College World Se-
ries All-Tournament team, hitting .364 with two dou-
bles, three runs and three stolen bases in the team’s 
four games in Oklahoma City.

“We have a veteran infield and Ashley Charters with-
out question is our leader,” Tarr said. “Whether she 
starts at shortstop every game or not doesn’t indicate 
her ability to lead. She can lead from second base or 
shortstop, but it’s her infield this year and she’s going 
to take control of it as she sees necessary. In my opin-
ion, she’s one of the best two players in the country 
right now and she’s been pretty underrated in the past. 
We’re lucky she’s healthy and able to contribute and 
go out on a good note.”

The Huskies will also expect big things from sopho-
more Morgan Stuart, who had a solid freshman sea-
son, leading the team in RBI and tying for the team 
lead in home runs en route to earning Honorable Men-
tion All-Pac-10 honors.

“Morgan had a solid freshman year and it’s nice to be 
able to look at her and know she’s not a freshman any-
more and be able to see her more as a veteran on this 
team,” Tarr said. “She’s a very composed player and 
has the ability to compete with Charters at shortstop. 
She does some different things than Ashley and has 
some different strengths but she’s probably going to 
stay on the left side of the infield.”

Tarr will also look for big contributions from senior 
Ashlyn Watson, who came up big down the stretch 
for the Huskies, including a walk-off, two-run single in 
UW’s 3-2 NCAA Regional-opening victory over Texas.

All-American Danielle Lawrie is back in the circle 
for the Huskies after spending 2008 with the Cana-
dian National Team.
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SEASON PREVIEW
“Ashlyn’s arm is finally healthy enough for her to play 
a major defensive role and her leadership capabilities 
are unlimited. She’s a great field leader and overall 
leader for our program,” Tarr said. “To have her as a 
leader on the dirt as opposed to just in the dugout now 
is going to benefit our team. I’m excited for her to con-
tribute offensively and defensively this year.”

A freshman who could make an immediate impact is 
Niki Williams, who showed in the fall what she’s capa-
ble of, hitting a grand slam in her first collegiate at-bat. 
She will compete for time at third and first base and 
should add some pop to the Husky lineup.
 

“Niki was probably our most pleasant surprise from 
the fall,” Tarr said. “She’s always played on very good 
club teams and done well at that level. Sometimes you 
get let down by freshmen when they come in and don’t 
meet those expectations immediately, but she’s come 
in and been able to fill those shoes as a big part of the 
freshman class. She has a powerful bat and is learning 
more about her swing but she’s got a lot of good poten-
tial. She’s a great person and a good teammate.”

Tarr will also try to find time for senior Jessica Ventoza, 
who has made huge strides after transferring from the 
junior college ranks two years ago. Likewise, fellow 
senior and transfer Dani Stuart played a key role at 
third base in 2007 and will look to do the same in 2009.

Amanda Fleischman will be able to fill in at first, third 
and shortstop, having what Tarr calls the most range 
on the team at third thanks to her large wing span. 
Freshman Felecia Harris could also compete for time 
at first base, while Alicia Blake will also spend time at 
first when she’s not behind the plate.

“We’re lucky this year that we have some power hit-
ters who are going to compete for time at first,” Tarr 
said. “Anytime you have a team where people are 
competing for time at first base because of their of-
fensive capabilities, you’re in a good place.”

THE OUTFIELD
Three-time All-American outfielder Gina Carbonatto 
will oversee a veteran group which will be crowded in 
2009, with all three returning outfielders being joined 
by All-Pac-10 senior Lauren Greer, who will slowly 
make her way back after season-ending shoulder sur-
gery last year. In her 14 games before shutting down, 

Greer showed her offensive potential, belting three 
home runs and leading the team with 11 RBI. 

“You always trust Lauren because she’s a veteran and 
she’s always been able to perform in our outfield,” Tarr 
said. “She’s going to slowly get back in there and tran-
sition into a full-time defensive player after February.”

Until then, three veterans will look to hold down their 
spots while being challenged by a trio of freshmen. 
Senior Marnie Koziol and juniors Alyson McWherter 
and Bailey Stenson all return with a full season of 
experience together under their belt. McWherter and 
Stenson both played 55 of 56 games while Koziol start-
ed all 56 games in left field. 

“Coach Carbonatto has done a good job of develop-
ing Alyson in the outfield for a couple years now,” said 
Tarr. “She made some great plays at the end of the 
year at the NCAA Regional and came up with some 
big catches. She’s got some good experience now un-
der her belt. Bailey is probably our most well-rounded 
outfielder as far as getting good reads and jumps and 
she has good leadership capabilities and can manage 
an outfield.”
 

Koziol, meanwhile, has been holding down leftfield 
for three years and had a big year in 2008 with career 
highs in runs scored and stolen bases, ranking fourth 
in the conference in the latter category. Amanda Fleis-
chman, who was sixth in the conference with 16 sto-
len bases, will also see time in the outfield, having the 
ability to play any of the three positions.

Three freshmen, along with sophomore Ashley Tuia-
sosopo, will look to break apart that group and get 
some valuable playing time. Jenna Clifton, Kimi Pohl-
man and Taylor Smith are freshmen Tarr sees lots of 
promise in.

“Jenna is very versatile and she can play pretty much 
anywhere on the field. She’s not a very big person, but 
she swings the bat with a lot of bat speed and can 
do some good things. Kimi is capable of playing all 
three positions  and Coach Carbonatto has been very 
pleased with her development and her raw skills as an 
outfielder. She’s just a hair slower than Ashley Char-
ters so that’s neat to know we have two very, very fast 
individuals.”

THE DESIGNATED PLAYERS 
With a crowded house in both the infield and outfield, 
Tarr will have the luxury of playing a lot of different 
hands to see who meshes best, while also trying out a 
handful of players at designated player.

The return of Danielle Lawrie not only gives the Hus-
kies one of the best right arms in the country, but it also 
puts some pop back in the lineup as Lawrie bashed 10 
home runs in 2007. When she’s not playing first, Ash-
lyn Watson could also see time at DP, as will freshman 
Felecia Harris, who brings a big bat to UW.

“DP is going to be pretty competitive,” Tarr said. “We 
know what Danielle’s been able to do in the past so 
we’re looking for her to bring in a few more runs than 
before. Felecia swings a pretty mighty bat too and 
she’s a threat at the plate. We’re happy to have her on 
our team and not have to face her.” 

Lauren Greer will also see time at DP, especially early 
in the season while she recovers from shoulder sur-
gery.

THE COACHING STAFF
While Tarr settles into her fifth season at her alma 
mater, three new coaches join the staff and will be 
ready to take the program to the next level. Outfield 
coach Gina Carbonatto, pitching coach Lance Glasoe 
and volunteer assistant J.T. D’Amico – who works with 
the infield – will bring a new energy to a veteran team. 
Additionally, Dru Hester, who played for the Huskies 
the last two years, will serve as a student assistant 
coach.

“The team has responded well to our staff and I think 
everyone really complements each other well,” Tarr 
said. “Lance has done some good things with the 
pitchers and Gina has done a great job of establishing 
herself as a pretty tough outfield coach who knows 
what’s she’s expecting. Dru has been a nice addition 
as she knows what our system is all about. She knows 
what I want and expects so she’s a good segue be-
tween the team and staff.”

THE SCHEDULE
As always, the Huskies will gain valuable experience 
playing in top pre-season tournaments before em-
barking on an always-adventurous Pac-10 season, 
arguably the best conference in the country.

Washington will face five of the eight teams that 
competed in the 2008 College World Series, three of 
which come from the Pac-10. In addition to defending 
national champion Arizona State, Arizona and UCLA, 
the Huskies will also take on CWS participants Florida 
and Alabama.

“We’re excited to apply our team to the schedule. It’s 
probably one of the toughest we’ve had since I’ve 
been here,” Tarr said. “We always schedule a com-
petitive pre-season and try to go to the most presti-
gious tournaments. We’ve been able to put a pretty 
good schedule together to prepare us for Pac-10 play 
and the postseason play.”

A difficult schedule will certainly prepare the team 
for a run to a national championship. But nothing can 
replace the experience of being there, something 10 
players have done and hope to pass on to the under-
classmen, something they also hope will burn deep 
enough within them to bring the first softball national 
championship to a program that has thirsted for one 
for 16 years.

Ashley Charters was named Second Team All-
American and WCWS All-Tournament in 2007.

Lauren Greer had three home runs and 11 RBI in 
2008 before suffering a shoulder injury.
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